Australian Museum

“Web2spider

Well, who taught a spider? A young spider knows how to spin a web without any
instructions from anybody.

Dr Dorian to Mrs Arable in Charlotte’s Web

Produced by Sue Lewis, Education Officer, Science Communication
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Introduction

Web2Spider is a scientific tool kit for teachers and students to monitor spider diversity in their local
environment by observing web types.

This toolkit consists of:
e three dichotomous keys

¢ two identification tables explaining the characteristics of 19 orb webs and 13 non-orb webs and
the spiders that commonly make them

o tally sheet

o glossary
Web2Spider is suitable for students from year 3 to 10.

Aims
Web2Spider aims to:

¢ increase understanding of and interest in spider diversity in your surroundings.
e provide a resource to collect data and monitor spider diversity and behaviour.

Spider diversity

Invertebrates make up over 85% of animal species, and many ecologists consider invertebrate
diversity to be an important indicator of ecosystem health.

Measuring spider web diversity with the BugWise Web2Spider guide
Dr Helen Smith, Australian Museum

Australia, with its unique spider fauna, offers an outstanding example of exceptionally high
biodiversity. Eighty-one of the 108 currently recognised spider families live in Australia and about
3300 Australian species have been described so far. However, more than 6000 Australian species
still await description.

Spiders as Bioindicators of Terrestrial Biodiversity

Dr Barbara Bachr, Queensland Museum
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Further information can be found at www.australianmuseum.net.au/bugwise
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http://www.australianmuseum.net.au/bugwise

How to use the Web2Spider toolkit

1. Locateweb
2. Spray web with a fine spray from approx. 30 cm using supplied spray bottle
3. Identify whether the web is a
a. Complete orb welgr
b. Orb web with missing sectionst
c. Other web (not anrb web)
4. Choosethe appropriate dichotomolsgy to identify web type e.g. W8
5. Chooseappropriate identificatiotable to identify spider
6. Recordweb type using the Tally Sheet
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